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ARENA:

This is interview #1 with Mrs.
maiden name of Mrs. Hampson is
Whittier, California. Today's
Arena interviewing. Mrs. Hampson, may we
where and when you were born?

Helen Emry Hampson. The
Helen Elizabeth Emry, of
date is October 3, 1972,
begin by my asking you

HAMPSON:

I was born in Whittier, California, on South Comstock
[Avenue] on a Sunday morning at ten o'clock.

ARENA:

And the year?

HAMPSON:

1916, April 2.

ARENA:

Would you give a brief resume of your education, the
schools you went to and how far, and if you went to
college, what your major was?

HAMPSON:

I started at Lincoln School [Whittier, California]--I
think it was Lincoln School, it was on Broadway--in
kindergarten.
I went to Bailey School.
I went to John
Muir in the original location.
I went to that old Bailey School
with the big bell that is now at the library, and I went all through
Whittier High School. Then I went to Whittier College.
ARENA:
HAMPSON:

What was your year at Whittier High School, your graduation?

I graduated in 1933 from Whittier High School. I left
Whittier College in 137, I think. I didn't graduate
from Whittier College. My major was education. I didn't
want to be a teacher. I went to school because my father so dearly
wanted me to graduate. He even painted the bleachers all summer,
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because he had the only paint store in town, Mr. [Ellis F.] Emry,
and in order to put me through school, he painted the bleachers,
and I didn't appreciate all that he was doing.
ARENA:

How many years did you actually attend at Whittier
College?

HAMPSON:

I didn't think that I did, but I
I believe three years.
at one time sent for my papers, thinking I wanted to do
something about it, and according to them I did complete
three years.

ARENA:

Just to be sure, in mentioning John Muir Junior High
School, I wonder if you ever had the teacher known as
Mr. Griffith Milhous?

HAMPSON:

Wasn't he my violin teacher?

ARENA:

He was a music teacher and he was the President's uncle.

HAMPSON:

And I took piano lessons at his house.
I took violin
lessons from him, and I HATED the violin and I sat on
the bow so I broke it.
I had to get up real early and
go to John Muir School to be in the orchestra, because we had this
violin, and I finally sat on the bow so I didn't have to go back
any more.

ARENA:

Did you possibly ever run into Mr. Milhous and the
President together?

HAMPSON:

No.

ARENA:

For any reason.
music lesson?

HAMPSON:

No.

ARENA:

Were you aware at the time--and there wouldn't be any
special reason for you to be, but just to be sure, were
you aware--that Richard Nixon was the nephew of Mr.
Griffith Milhous?

HAMPSON:

No.
I took piano lessons at Mr. Milhous' home from his
daughter, I believe.

ARENA:

One of his daughters--I don't know if it was the one who
taught you--is Esther. She's still living and her name
is Esther Dodson now but, of course, as a single girl
it would have been Esther Milhous.

HAMPSON:

They lived in that lovely house, and they had a piano
stool that went around, when I took my lessons.

Did he pop in while you were taking a
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ARENA:

May I ask you if you recall the President before the
high school period?

HAMPSON:

No, I don't really, not actually.

ARENA:

How about any members of the family? I wonder if you
recognize any members of the family, like the father or
the mother, through possibly shopping in the Nixon's
family grocery store or anything?

HAMPSON:

I recognized the Marshburns from their photograph in
your office.
I think I had been out there maybe once,
but my first husband went to East Whittier School before
he came into high school, which I guess Nixon did too.
I guess that
he was acquainted with Nixon at the East Whittier Grammar School.
ARENA:

Would you want to give his full name?

HAMPSON:

Lawrence Hilman Daniel. The whole family went to school
with the Nixons in East Whittier.

ARENA:

What was, if I may ask, your husband's occupation, and
maybe what the family's occupation was around that time
when Daniel, your husband, was attending the school?

HAMPSON:

Standard Oil. My husband's family lived on a Standard
Oil lease, up at the end of Catalina Avenue, Whittier,
California.

ARENA:

And he worked FOR Standard Oil?

HAMPSON:

Yes.
It was the Murphy lease of the Standard Oil Company.
He has an older brother who's still living that might
have something to add, I don't know.
I have his address.

ARENA:

Thank you.
I would appreciate getting that address, just
in case. Now when is the very first time you remember
seeing the President and what was the occasion, in your
life?

HAMPSON:

It would have been Whittier High School, just daily con
tacts and then, of course, when he was elected president
of the student body, I was more aware of him.

ARENA:

How would you describe him, from your recollections now?
Again, generally, how was he dressed? Generally, how
did he seem to get along with people? Of course, he was
older, and you would not have that much opportunity, but just even
from a distance? Maybe you might have had some occasion to come
into direct contact with him. Anything that comes to mind about
the President when you knew him in high school?
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HAMPSON:

He was just extremely carefully dressed, neat and clean.
I remember one thing later in college. My father belonged
to the Lions Club and [Richard Milhous] Nixon belonged
to the oratorical society and gave a speech at the Lions Club.
I
don't remember if I was in college yet or not, but my dad said all
he could remember about him, his nose was running all the time.
Maybe I shouldn't say that.
ARENA:

No, please do. The more of those personal anecdotes
the better. Thank you.

HAMPSON:

Is that right?

ARENA:

Just for the record, is your father still living?

HAMPSON:

No, he has passed away.

ARENA:

I see.

HAMPSON:

Ellis F. Emry.

ARENA:

What was your father's occupation, Mrs. Hampson?

HAMPSON:

He had the very first paint store in Whittier, and he
was a contractor, the first painting contractor in
Whittier.

What was his full name?

ARENA:

You mentioned off the tape, or maybe on the tape, but
I want to be sure, about his painting the bleachers.
Now, these could have very well been the very bleachers
that people sat on to watch the President sit on the bleacher bench
on the field. As a matter of fact, what was the year? Can you re
member precisely the summer when he painted those bleachers and
their color?
HAMPSON:

Oh, that was grey.
I surely remember the color. My dad
was up there painting, and I would go pick him up for
lunch to take him home for lunch, and then I think
[Charles] Chuck Kendall was helping my dad, and he had sardine and
onion sandwiches on crackers, so I ate lunch with Chuck while my
dad was washing out the paint brushes before I took him home for
lunch.
ARENA:

How about summer?

HAMPSON:

It would have been at the end of my freshman year.
It
would have been between '33 and '34, I imagine, because
I graduated from high school in '33.
I entered college
in '33.

Do you remember the year?
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ARENA:

That sounds right because that '33-'34 was the President's
senior year, and if you were a freshman, you remember his
being a senior, so it very well would have been.
It would
have been also, therefore, the year that he was playing.

HAMPSON:

Oh, and we all sat in those grey bleachers painted by
Mr. Emry.

ARENA:

Very interesting. Would you happen to recall, just out
of curiosity, if he painted the benches on which the
football players sat during the game? Do you think he
threw that in for the same price?

HAMPSON:

Oh, that's very possible that he did, although they might
have been stored away in the gym or something. He was
just painting these big stationary bleachers, and at that
time I think we only had them on one side, the left side or the north
side of the field.
Maybe there were a few on the other side of the
field that they threw in later.

ARENA:

Going back to the high school period when the President
was a senior and you were a freshman, what do you recall
about his, if you do, about his extracurricular activities?
For example, you did mention the oratorical contest. You don't re
call possibly attending it or seeing him speak at any of the assem
blies at any time?
HAMPSON:

No. The oratorical business, I'm sure, was in college.
That just occurred to me at the time we were talking
about high school.
I don't remember anything other than
Because even in high school I was a freshman when he was a
senior, so he was just an important man on the campus, having been
elected president. There was just nothing personal or anything at
that particular time.

ARENA:

Are you sure you don't want to re-think, in that he RAN
for president for high school against a fellow by the
name of [Robert] Logan who won in high school. But when
you were a freshman, he was elected president of the student body
in college. Are you sure you don't want to rethink that business
of when he was president?
HAMPSON:

Well, wasn't he class president, president of his class
in high school, the senior class or something?

ARENA:

That could have been. But I'm thinking of the overall
student body of the high school.

HAMPSON:

Ralph Logan [Robert Logan].

ARENA:

I got the impression that he lost against him and that's
why his name is usually mentioned, this Mr. Logan. At
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the same time, since he had run for the office and a lot of people
knew him, it would stand out. Would there be any other reason for
you to come into contact with him on the high school level, besides
this idea that he was, after all, as you say, an important student
on the campus and he had run for office, and the name was fairly
well-known? How about, now, during the freshman year of college,
and at that time he was president? lIm wondering if you saw him
appear, weIll say, at orientation assemblies or convocations? Were
the convocations required when you were a freshman, and did he
appear as the president of the student body himself? It doesn't
stand out in your mind?
HAMPSON:

Nothing.

ARENA:

How about the idea that he campaigned--and of course
you were not there, the campaign had been the previous
year when he was a junior, but--on the platform of get
ting permission for dances to be held on the Whittier College campus.
Were you aware of that as a freshman, and were dances, as a matter
of fact, allowed when you were a freshman?
HAMPSON:

Nothing.

No, they certainly werenlt.

ARENA:

You remember that they were NOT.

HAMPSON:

I remember that they were NOT, and lIm not aware that
he campaigned for them. And as long as I was there, I
can't remember that we danced on the campus. Even when
he left after my freshman year, and I stayed on till °37, I canlt
remember dancing on the campus in that time.
ARENA:

Do you remember by any chance, again bearing in mind you
were a freshman and he was a senior, and they were two
different worlds, of course, but do you remember seeing
him at a distance because you remembered him from high school and
other occasions? Do you remember seeing him with certain students?
For example, would he always be with a girl, whatever her name was?
Did he always seem to be with any particular student friends? Or,
when you saw him did he seem to be alone, bearing in mind that this
would always have been at a distance?
HAMPSON:

Gee, I can't remember that, but anytime that I would have
seen him he would say, "Hello, Helen." See, he was a
Friend, and Friends church people always say hello whether
that has any bearing on it or not, but the little that he had known
my father, although he came from East Whittier, he would just say,
"Hello, Helen" and I'd say, "Hello, Dick," or Richard, I don't know,
whatever, and with no particular interest. Whatever he was doing
was his business and I, being a freshman, was busy thinking about
my silly thoughts.
I have NO recollection of that part.
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ARENA:

But that is very interesting, and I would like to dwell
on it for just a moment. You're saying that your father
was a member of the Friends church.

HAMPSON:

Here in Whittier.

ARENA:

And it would have been the First Friends Church in
Whittier. And, of course, as you know, he [President
Nixon] lived in East Whittier and was a member there,
but they got together from time to time. His family, of course,
attended East Whittier, but the Milhouses, his grandmother in
Earticular [Almira Milhous] and the [Oscar 0.] Marshburns, his aunt
[Rose Olive Marshburn], they were in First Friends [Church]. S9
through that he was aware of your father and through that he was
aware of you. And you're saying that, in addition to whatever
reasons, you think it was cornmon for Friends, Quakers, in Whittier
to address one another through their church connection.
HAMPSON:

Well, that I did say, although actually Whittier was so
small at the time that everybody, other than people who
came to school from out of state, wouldn't have been,
you know, that friendly at the beginning of the year, but just
having been around constantly, he'd just say hello to everybody.
ARENA:

On that point, by the way, of the Friends church and
related activities, I was just wondering if you did see
him in such related activities as the church itself.
Did you ever attend the Whittier services or did he ever attend
there and maybe speak? Secondly, did you belong to such groups as
the Christian Endeavor, of which he was a member? Although again,
because of the difference in age, you might not have traveled in
the same circles, or did you? Do you recall ever attending any
programs or just social events of Christian Endeavor?
HAMPSON:

I went to Christian Endeavor ALL the time.

ARENA:

You were a member all the time?

HAMPSON:

Yes, of the Whittier though, but I don't remember that
Richard was there.

ARENA:

Nor even a college chapter where students of all levels
freshmen through senior, may have gotten together at some
Christian Endeavor meetings?

HAMPSON:

No, I don't remember that.
I know I took a religion
class in college and had to teach a Sunday school class
at the Friends church, but it had nothing whatever to do
with. . . • I don't remember.
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ARENA:

Do you recall possibly that some of the senior students,
and maybe the President, some of the senior students
tutored or coached the younger classmen and women. Do
you recall that taking place and maybe seeing the President in that
connection? How about recalling him in sports in any way, including
the games, and what he was doing during these games?
HAMPSON:

Well, it just always seemed that everybody thought he
was out there trying. You know, he was going to stay
with it.
I truly can't think if these were my thoughts
then or what I read later, but it seems to me we always thought he
wouldn't be a star, truly.
ARENA:

But do you recall seeing him in the game, whether it was
on the bench? You do recall that?

HAMPSON:

Yes. See, I only had that one year, and it was my fresh
man year and, of course, I was aware of different things
and I remember that football season.

ARENA:

Did he stand out in any way from the standpoint of
being • . . . Again, I realize it's hard, but just to
be sure I want to ask the question. Did he seem to be
always sitting on the bench and more or less taking it easy? Did
he seem to be the fellow who was jumping up and down and seem to
be excited and excitable, or do you not recall how he acted at all,
even though he was on the bench?
HAMPSON:

I don't know.
I think he wasn't sitting there and taking
it easy. He was eager, you know, full of enthusiasm for
the team. Whether he was jumping up and down, I don't
know, but he certainly wasn't just sitting there, as I recall that
one year, his last year. He would have been ready in case they
wanted him.
ARENA:

HAMPSON:

What do you recall about the overall student participa
tion and backing of the football team? Was it the big
thing at the time on the campus, from your recollection
as a student there at the time?

Football at that time was tremendously important at
Whittier College, as I remember. What Richard Nixon was
doing in it, I can't be sure, because he was a brain.
Why he had to be so involved in sports I always wondered too, because
surely he wasn't there for his athletic ability; he was there for his
brain power. But yet it was like he wanted to jump into everything
and be part of it. Whatever it was, he was going to participate.
But football was tremendously important.
In fact, I remember before
I. • • • Well, Liberty magazine at that time was being published.
It's a small little thing.
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ARENA:

A nickel, maybe, at that time?

HAMPSON:

Something, I think, and one of our star players--oh,
Hutchinson, I think his name was--he was on the front
of Liberty magazine in his football uniform, kicking.

ARENA:

Do you possibly remember his full name?

HAMPSON:

Elvin Hutchinson.

ARENA:

Any idea where he may be now?
too?

HAMPSON:

No, that was my freshman year. He was in my class. He
was that much of a. . . . As I remember, this might
not be true, but I think he was on the front of that
Liberty magazine.

He was an upper classman,

ARENA:

Thank you. That's worth looking into. How about your
interest in music, and what do you know about the Presi
dent? We all know that he plays the piano and evidently
was taught by his uncle, Griffith Milhous, for some music lessons,
but I'm just wondering if you came into contact with him, even if
you heard him or saw him play at a church or any social. You never
had any contact with him that way. Is there any question, Mrs.
Hampson, or subject that I have not brought up at this point, that
you would like to raise? Anything concerning your contact with the
President or his family, his mother, his brothers, anything that may
come to mind?
HAMPSON:

NO, it seems like I know so little about him.

ARENA:

Was there something about your being on a date with the
president or something about a double date?

HAMPSON:

Well, I belonged to the Athenian Society. This was a
beach party that the Athenians were putting on. We had
to. . . . We invited our dates.

ARENA:

And by we, was it a girls' organization?

HAMPSON:

Yes. They didn't have sororities in college. We had
societies. That was my freshman year, so it would have
had to be in the spring, I guess. We went through this
pledge period. So they were planning this beach party and the girls
invited their dates to go. And I didn't know what to do, who to ask.
I was new on the campus and bashful.
I was shy, and everybody kept
saying, well, ask this one, ask that one, and I never did. And fin
ally someone said, "Well, take Dick Nixon." So I went up to Dick
Nixon and asked him and he was just really happy to go. And we went
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to Ocean Park [California], either Venice or Ocean Park, on this
group beach party. We just had a lot of fun. We laughed and laughed.
I didn't realize he really had a funny sense of humor.
ARENA:

In other words, not to put words in your mouth, but on
the basis of what you just said so far, you did not
think he would be that much fun?

HAMPSON:

No, I thought he was the star student and would be very
serious, but I was happy to have someone go with me.
I
was only a freshman, and I didn't really realize that
he had a funny sense of humor. And I remember we went, like I
said. . . . Any time before I had gone on the roller coaster, it
would be with like a member of my family, someone that I was always
afraid would fallout, but this was the first time I enjoyed the
roller coaster because I didn't care if he fell out or not. There
just wasn't that much interest, and it was really fun. And I re
member running along the beach in the sand and laughing with this
whole group. He really was a fun date.
ARENA:

Do you recall the nature of the humor, in the sense that
it was just a general overall relaxation and good time?
Was it a question of telling funny stories? Was it a
question of funny instances? I'm thinking of, maybe, running around
with your shoes off, getting your feet wet in the water type of thing.
What was the nature of the humor, if you can pinpoint it down?
HAMPSON:

Just overall fun. And I think running through the sand.
And I couldn't be sure, but it seems we roasted hot dogs
in a group thing. Just anything that happened was funny
at that particular age in your life, besides my thinking, "Gee, he
laughs!" you know.

ARENA:

How about the idea of his escorting you? Did he meet
you at your home, meet your parents, and the bringing-you
home situation, or was this a bus situation, where every
body met .

HAMPSON:

That I just can't remember at all, although I'm sure that
it wasn't that he picked me up, and I can't remember that
it was a bus thing. That part I have no recollection of.

ARENA:

How about the eating part?

HAMPSON:

No, everything was on me, I'm sure, because the Athenians

ARENA:

That was part of the idea.

HAMPSON:

Yes, I'm sure that it was.

Did he pay for your hot dogs?
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ARENA:

If this isn't too personal, did you leave with a typical
college good night kiss?

HAMPSON:

No, I don't think we even did that.

ARENA:

Do you recall any follow up, in the sense that, if this
isn't too personal, he called you for another date later
on?

HAMPSON:

No.

ARENA:

Of course, he went away anyway right after that. He
went to law school for three years. Graduating in 1934,
he went on to law school between '34 and '37.

HAMPSON:

You know, I'm sure that he wouldnUt have anyway, because
I'm so much more of a frivolous type, but I truly suppose
that he would remember.
I think he would remember that
he enjoyed the evening too.

I'm sure we didn't.

ARENA:

You don't recall any embarrassment on your part because
of the difference in, not only from the standpoint of
age, but his being a more serious student--scholar-
than you? I don't mean to be insulting you, but you would admit
he was a more serious student than you at that time?
HAMPSON:

Yes, and I don't at all.
I just remember that I was so
amazed that he laughed and we had fun.
I was truly sur
prised, and it was a fun evening for me.

ARENA:

Do you recall any of the things you may have talked
about? For example, your own family, his saying, "Oh,
I know your father." Was there any talk like that?

HAMPSON:

No, because he knew I knew he knew my father.
time Whittier was so small.

ARENA:

Do you recall what your father said or your family about
your going out with Richard Nixon?

HAMPSON:

No.

ARENA:

If this isn't too personal, did he know you were going
out with him on that particular date?

HAMPSON:

My father? Oh, I'm sure he did, because I lived at home
We lived in Whittier, so I didn't live on campus 7 I lived
at home.

ARENA:

I believe that off the tape you were mentioning another
interesting incident. Would you want to recount that
again concerning the Green Stamps?

At that
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HAMPSON:

Yes. A woman I worked with, a close friend of mine, now
living in Stockton [California], she said when Pat
[Patricia Ryan Nixon] and Dick [Richard Milhous Nixon]
were young parents they wanted to go out for the evening. My friendos
cousin baby-sat for them, and they came home and paid her off in
Green Stamps.
[Laughter] Which I think was very frugal.
I guess
the woman was a little insulted.
ARENA:

Are there any other incidences or anecdotes that you
remember?

HAMPSON:

No, I think that's about the funniest I can think of.
My husband remembers Pat as being his teacher in high
school, and during the World Series--I think it was a
typing class--she just brought her radio and sat on her desk and
they listened to the World Series.
I went to a reunion with my
husband of his class, which was--he was four years younger than I
am--and he was asking around, "Whatever happened to that red-headed
teacher we had that sat on the desk? And they said, "That was
Mrs. Nixon." And George said, "Oh!" He hadn't realized that that
was Mrs. Nixon.
ARENA:

As a matter of fact, just to be sure, did you possibly
see her yourself, or the President, when he appeared in
Whittier Community Players productions?

HAMPSON:

I used to take elocution lessons from Mrs. [Clyde] Baldwin
and when I was a real little girl, I appeared in one of
her plays at Whittier College when they used to be on
the stage up there.
I wore this crazy yellow organdy dress with a
great big y.ellow sash, and I don't remember what I had to do, but
I'm sure Richard Nixon wasn't in the theater at that time.
ARENA:

Mrs. Hampson, thank you very much.

HAMPSON:

It's been fun.

